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all the possible outlets for its trade and push aside neighbours
that blocked its path or were rivals for the same markets.
Milan, for instance, which had an early start both as a com-
mune and as a great manufacturing centre, was soon thrusting
its way along the highways which converged from different
sides upon the city, trying to elbow aside or to make subject
to itself those towns that interfered with its expansion. So,
though peace might be considered the first necessity for a
commercial State, there was instead constant warfare; it
hampered trade as a whole, but it advanced the prosperity
of the successful competitor. Many of the towns were situ-
ated on the great Roman roads, which were still in good
repair; Parma, Modena, Bologna and others were along the
Via Emilia, which traversed Lombardy and joined the sea
at Rimini, whence the Via Flaminia led to Rome ; some were
at the meeting-place of several roads, such as Milan, Bologna,
and Florence. Then there were the great waterways, especi-
ally the Po in Lombardy and the Arno in Tuscany. Pisa
controlling the outlet of the Arno was at constant strife with
Lucca which commanded an important highway across the
river, and farther upstream was Florence, soon to be a second
rival. Pisa had its outlet to the sea, but here it had to face
fierce competition from Genoa and Venice. Venice and the
Lombard towns were all concerned with the land routes to
Northern Europe, which could only be reached through the
Alpine passes. Asti, Ivrea, Como, Verona, Brescia were all
strategic points on these routes. Everywhere the struggle
went on, and as all were organised for trade, the modern
accompaniments of trade soon came into being—loans, letters
of credit, exchange, and a complete banking system. These
were especially fostered by the Transalpine trade. Dealing
with several countries with their different currencies, the
Lombard cities organised a regular system of exchange. The
inflow of money from all parts of Europe, often in quite small
sums, to the Papacy was dealt with by the Lombard money-
changers, who acted as papal bankers, keeping accounts on
deposit, sending drafts, and making loans. They were soon
able to take the place of the Jews as moneylenders in Northern
Europe ; canon law did not deter them from the practice of
usury. So, in this part of the Western world, trade and not
land created wealth, rights, and status ; a new nobility,

